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- MT. VERNON — The erec-
tion of a $90,000 Abraham Lin-
coln statue will be more than
just a tribute to the former
president, Bonnie Jerdon,
Director of Mt. Vernon
Tourism said.

It will be an attraction that
can help boost tourism in the
area.

“History is a big part of what
visitors like when they come
to Mt. Vernon,” Jerdon said.

The idea for a Lincoln stat-
ué, which will be erected on
the grounds of the Appellate
Courthouse, began during a
Downtown = Development
Group discussion about the
200th birthday of Lincoln.

Jerdon said the group began
dlscussmg Lincoln’s history in

the King City and the impor- -
tance of the Appellate Court- -

house in Mt. Vernon,

“It’s an icon both to intown
people and one that visitors
recognize,” she said.

The Appellate Courthouse’s

history began in 1854 when the.

General Assembly appropriat-
ed $6,000 for the building of a
Supreme Courthouse for the
first grand division in Mt. Ver-
non. The first unit was com-
‘pleted in 1857, according to
the Illinois 2nd Judicial Cir-
cuit Court Web site. .

Lincoln’s connection stems
from the State of Illinois vs.
Illinois Central Railroad case
heard by the Supreme Court
.m Mt. Vernon.

The case revolved around
the question of evaluating the

.pbroperty of the railroad for
the assessment of taxes.

Lincoln represented the
railroad.

In 1870, appellate court dis-
tricts were established and Mt.
Vernon was selected as the
site of the fourth district.

In 1964, the former fourth
district, located in Mt. Vernon,
became the fifth judicial dis-
trict. Three counties were also
added to the fifth district.

That history, along with the
well-known case involving Lin-
coln is what makes the Appel-
late Courthouse, Jerdon said,
such a rich part of the area’s
history.
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The Sharp Law Firm donated $5,000 for the Lincoln sculpture. Pictured FROM LEET are Bonnie Jerdon,
Linceln sculpture committee, John Hundley, attorey with Sharp Law Firm, Tetry Shaip, attorney, Ron Neil-
ert, Lincoln sculpture committes, Beth McDonald meoln sculpture commlttee, and Mark Hassakls, Lm—
coln sculpture comm:ttee. ) .




